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Dedication 

Nothing in all creation is more important, more vital, and more exciting 

than discovering Jesus ourselves and helping others to do so as well. Jesus has 

promised to be with and in those who help others to follow him (Matthew 

28:20; John 14:23).  

Attempting to assemble an outline of scriptures and thoughts to lead 

others to Jesus is one of the hardest tasks that can be attempted. First of all, 

what must be included is hard to discern. Secondly, what can be left out? The 

whole Bible is filled with words which point to Jesus.  

This study guide is presented to the Church with great humility and 

brokenness, even embarrassment. The human side of this effort falls so short of 

even an adequate attempt to present the dazzling brilliance of our Lord and 

Savior and what it means to follow him. However, all human efforts will fall 

short.  Only the living Word of God empowered by the Holy Spirit of God is 

capable of taking ink on pages, putting them in the mind of the searcher, and 

producing an adoring, imitating disciple.  

Hence, our hopes and prayers are that no one will attempt to use this 

guide as an intellectual tool, rather, that the Spirit-filled will use it to help others 

to become Spirit-filled. This world was created by God for His purposesτάƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

DƻŘ ŘŜŀƭΗέ  !ƭƭ ƳŜƴ ƴŜŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ƳƻǊŜ 

than they need food and water, more than anything else in this life. The 

/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

discover Jesus.  

This study guide is dedicated to the Father who planned it all, to Jesus 

who gave it all, and to the Holy Spirit who fills the earth with His presence. It is 

presented to those who would use it to grow closer to Him and then go use it to 

ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƻ DƻŘ ōŜ 

the glory!  

The Evangelism Staff of the Northeast Church  
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Lesson 1 
7ÈÁÔȭÓ !ÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȩ 

¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎΦέ Lǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ сс ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴ мулл ȅŜŀǊ 

span by more than 40 authors.  The Bible is the window through which we see God.  He is 

ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǘƻƴƛƴƎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΣ 

resurrection, and ascension and the subsequent birth and establishment of his church.  The 

purpose of this lesǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻǊ ǎƪŜƭŜǘƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ƳŀƪŜǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

of the history of Bible times upon which a strong belief system may be built. 

 

Note: Testament is another word for Contract  

The Old Testament  
The original manuscripts were written in Hebrew, the language of the Jews.  

The first 5 books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus , Numbers , Deuteronomy ) were written by 

aƻǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘΣέ ά¢ƘŜ [ŀǿΣέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ [ŀǿΦέ  

The next 12 (Joshua through Esther) are the historical books.  

The next 5 (Job, Psalms, Proverbs , Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs) are books of 

wisdom and poetry.  

The last 17 are books of prophecy.   

'ÏÄȭÓ MERCY revealed  'ÏÄȭÓ JUSTICE revealed  

Theme: 

A Savior is coming 

Theme: 

The Savior has come 
and is coming back 

NEW TESTAMENT OLD TESTAMENT 

'ÏÄȭÓ LOVE revealed  
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Isaiah , Jeremiah  (who also wrote Lamentations ), Ezekiel , and Daniel  are the 

άƳŀƧƻǊέ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ 

The remaining 12 books (Hosea through Malachi ) are the minor prophets.  

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ to the books of the Old Testament.  

The New Testament  
The original manuscripts were written in Greek, the most universal language of that 

time.  

The first four books (Matthew , Mark , Luke , Johnύ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭǎ όάƎƻƻŘ 

ƴŜǿǎέύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ life and ministry.  Mark was a follower of Jesus and 

was the first to put his story into writing. Matthew and John were two of WŜǎǳǎΩ 12 

apostles.  Luke was a physician who was a traveling companion of the apostle Paul.  

Acts was also written by Luke. It is called a book of history because it contains a record 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǳǎŜŘ 

to start His church.  

The first nine letters (Romans through 2 Thessalonians ) were written by Paul to 

various churches.  

The next four letters (1 Timothy through Philemon ) were written by Paul to various 

individuals.  

Hebrews  is a letter to dispersed Jewish Christians, but it is uncertain who the author 

was.  

James was a letter written by James. It is generally accepted that he was the physical 

brother of Jesus. It is believed to be the earliest New Testament book written.  

1 & 2 Peter are letters written by the apostle Peter.  

1, 2, & 3 John are letters written by the apostle John, who also wrote one of the 

Gospels and Revelation.  

Jude is a letter written by Jude, who is generally believed to be a brother of Jesus.  

Revelation  is called a book of prophecy.  It was written by the apostle John. It is 

written in a type of literature called apocalyptic (for revealing what is hidden). It is a sort 

ƻŦ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 

symbolic message.  



6 
 

Finding God in the Bible  
The Bible is a lens, the purpose of which is to see, find, and come to know God. In order 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ άǇŜŜƭ ōŀŎƪέ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ 

truths of God. Only then can the scripture be understood in its proper context and 

applied to the current day. Ultimately, Jesus Christ is the interpretive benchmark by 

which God is to be understood.  Every Bible truth is to be understood by how he lived it 

and applied it. The following drawing depicts the way the Bible lens focuses on God. 

Christ is the exact representation of God. (Hebrews 1:3)  

 

The goal is to find God. We must peel back the layers to find God (John 5:39 -40)  

Living Out the Truth of God  
In determining how to apply the truths of God in our personal and church lives, we must 

understand how truth comes from God. God does what He does because of who He is. We 

must also begin to do things according to who He is.  As we do what He does, His Spirit 

ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ IƛƳ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƭǎƻΦ {ƻΣ ǿŜ άŘƻέ ǘƻ άōŜΦέ  

Christ reveals God to us and demonstrates how to live out the principles in daily life.  

 

When we find the truth of God, we are ready to learn how to live as Jesus lived.  

(Romans 1:18-25)  
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Bible History  
Ages Periods  Key Figures World Empires  

 Creation Adam & Eve  
 Before the Flood Noah  
 After the Flood   

PATRIARCHAL Patriarchs Abraham  

 Egyptian Bondage   
 The Exodus Moses  
 Giving of the Law   
 Wilderness Wanderings   
 Conquest of Canaan Joshua  
 Judges Sampson  

 United Kingdom David Assyrian 

MOSAIC 
Divided Kingdom  

Babylonian Kingdom of Judah  

 Babylonian Captivity Daniel 

 Restoration of the Jews  Medo-Persian 

 Between the Testaments  Greek 

 Life of Christ  

Roman  Cross  

 Death and Resurrection  

CHRISTIAN Church Apostles 
 

 Present   
 Judgment   

 
 

2 Timothy 2:15  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ 
1. Why is it importaƴǘ ǘƻ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜέ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΚ  Because incorrect handling can lead to 

not being acceptable to (approved by) God.  

2. Why is a general understanding of the Bible itself essential to ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΚ  

Because interpreting how each book and lesson applies to us requires understanding its original 

context and intent. We find the underlying principles and then see how they apply to each 

situation.  

2 Peter 3:15 -16 The scripture can be twisted in a way to destroy rather than save.  
1. Can one read and study the scriptures and be wrong? Absolutely.  

2. What will the result be? Destruction.  

3. How can we avoid this? .ȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜέ ƛǘΦ  
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Lesson 1 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
Read the Bible every day this week. 

Challenging Yourself  
Next time, bring an article that describes the culture of the people Jesus and his Apostles 

reached out to or that tells what life was like for early Christians.  

Looking Ahead  

 2 Timothy 3:16 ɀ4:3  
1. Where does scripture come from?  

2. What does it do for us?  

3. Whȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ  
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Lesson 2 
What Does the Bible Say About Itself ? 

DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƎƻΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ L ŜǎǘŜŜƳΥ  ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜǎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘέ όLǎŀƛŀƘ ссΥнύΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ to have a good relationship with God, 

you must have a deep respect for His word.  The purpose of this lesson is to establish that the 

ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ 

continuing with the church, were very careful in copying, translating, and preserving those 

writings that were indeed inspired.  Either the Bible is from God and thoroughly equips us to 

follow Him, or it is at its core a lie and worthy only of the trash heap because of what it 

claims to be. 

2 Timothy 3:16 -4:3 ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  

1. Where does scripture, the Bible, come from? LǘΩǎ DƻŘ-breathed.  

2. What does it do for us? Thoroughly equips us to serve God ς it is to be used for teaching us, 

rebuking us, correcting us, and training us to live according to the perfect will of God.  

3. 2 Timothy 4:2 -4 - Why is a clear understanding of it important for us today? Because teachers 

and preachers have been trained and are paid to teach what various groups want to believe.  

The only way we can know what is really from God is by carefully examining and studying the 

Bible.  

4. Acts 17:11  - ¢ƘŜ .ŜǊŜŀƴǎ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

Matthew 7:13 -24  Many Christians will be lost for obeying men rather ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  

1. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άƭƛŦŜέ ƳŜŀƴs spiritual, eternal life ς life as God experiences it. What does Jesus say 

about getting this life? He says that the road to life has a small entrance and a narrow path.  

2. What does this mean? Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅΦ  

3. Who are these false prophets? ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜŀǊ ǿƻƻƭ ǎǳƛǘǎ όǎƘŜŜǇΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ 

ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  

4. 5ƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘΚ   IŜ ǎŀȅǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ŀǊŜ 

evil and have never known him.  

5. How can knowing the scriptures ourselves keep us from being one of these?  ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ 

says rather than what men say God says.  

6. What is the key to knowing Christ? The key is hearing his ǿƻǊŘ όƴƻǘ ƳŀƴΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  

7. 1 John 2:3-6 - We know that we know Jesus by obeying him. 

8.  John 12:47-48 - /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ  

Jeremiah 10:23  
1. Can we determine the way to live without God? bƻΣ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǳǎΦ  

2. What will happen if we try to do it our own way? We get lost.  
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Jeremiah 17:9  
1. aŀƴȅ ǎŀȅΣ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΚ  ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŎŜƛǘŦǳƭΦ aŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛve. The 

.ƛōƭŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭΦ  

2. Hebrews 4:12  - DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  

3.  Proverbs 14:12  - aŀƴΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

4. 1 Corinthians 4:4  - Our conscious does not clear us, only the Lord. 

2 Peter 1:3-4, 16-21 PetŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
1. What does our knowledge of Christ do for us? It gives us what we need to become more like 

God.  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΚ  As an eyewitness, he testifies that Jesus was from God.  

Peter was there!  

3. What does the validity of Christ do for the rest of the Bible? ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜǎ 

ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

4. ²Ƙŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ άŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΚέ The scripture is from God.  

5. What should our response to scripture be? tŀȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

given in it.  

Hebrews 4:12 -13 DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎτƳŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ  

1. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƴƎΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ 

before God ς ŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  

2. What do each of the characteristics mean to you? The word lives and grows in us.  It is active in 

changing us. It cuts to the heart and opens us up.  

3. John 15:3 - The word cleans us out.  

4. Ephesians 6:17 - The word is the sword of the Spirit ς Iƛǎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

spiritual warfare.  

1 Timothy 4:16  DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

1. Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Řƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ   

2. Whŀǘ ƛǎ άŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΚέ Doctrine in this context means what is believed and taught about God and 

His will.  

3. How much effort do most of us put into developing correct doctrine?  

4. What is the desired result of taking care of our life and doctrineτǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƪŜΚ  Both our and 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

1 Thessalonians 2:13  
1. Iƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΚ  

2. How did the Thessalonian Christians respond? 

3. How do you think their response showed up in their actions? 

4. 1 Thessalonians 1:6 -8, 2:14 - They imitated Christ and their faith became known everywhere. 
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Lesson 2 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
Read Psalm 119.  

Challenging Yourself  
List the ways the Word of God will bless you.  

Looking Ahead  

1 Corinthians 10:1 -13 
1. How will knowing about IsraŜƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

walk with God?  

2. Romans 15:4 - What is the purpose of the Old Testament scriptures?   
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Lesson 3 
7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ Big Deal in the Bible? 

Although the Bible is a collection of books written by various prophets through the ages, it has 

ŀ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǿƻǾŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΦ  CǊƻƳ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛƴΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ 

work with Israel to bring about the Messiah, and on through the establishment of the kingdom 

on earth to await /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜturn and judgment, there is an interlocking story revealing 

DƻŘΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƭŜŀŘǎτ

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .LD ŘŜŀƭ ƛǎτŀ άDƻŘ ŘŜŀƭΗέ 

The Beginnin Ç ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ 

Genesis 1:1-2 God created the entire universe.  

1. What does the Bible say about creation? God did it.  

2. The Bible assumes God. 

3. Psalm 14:1 - What does the Bible say about those who would say there is no God? ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

fools. Why would it say that? It would be like claiming a house had no builder, that a baby just 

happened, or that a meal just evolved onto the dinner table.  

4. Romans 1:18-20 - How does the Bible say that even an uneducated person can see and know 

God? Through the created world.  Whŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ƳŜŀƴΣ άƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ IƛƳΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǘŀǳƎƘǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 

Creator.  

5. Matthew 7:7 -8 - ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΚ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΦ  

6. Acts 8:26-33 - The Ethiopian was seeking and God sent Philip to him. 

7. Acts 10:1-48 - Cornelius was seeking and God sent Peter to him. 

8. Jeremiah 29:13  - ²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǿƘƻƭŜƘŜŀǊǘŜŘƭȅΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ άƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜέ ƛƴ 

action? We put forth time, effort, and energy with open-minded and open-hearted expectation. 

Genesis 1:26-27  God made mankind in His image.  

1. ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ DƻŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά[Ŝǘ us make man in our ƛƳŀƎŜ Φ Φ Φ Κέ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άDƻŘέ ƘŜǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

more than one in one. God has a threefold or triune natureτthe Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.  

2. Matthew 28:19 -20 ς All three play a key role in our lives. 

3. John 4:23-24 - ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΚ  Spiritual. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ άƭƻƻƪέ ƭƛƪŜΚ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭΣ ŜǾŜƴ 

more real than material, but sǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ άŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƴƻǘ άǎŜŜƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ  

4. So what does this verse (Gen. 1:26-27) mean to me? L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ 

natureτeternal and non-ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ оΥмт-19).  
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Genesis 3:1-7 Man was separated from God because he believed a lie.  

1. In Revelation 12:9 , the Apostle John tells us that the serpent is the devil (Satan) and that he 

leads the whole world astray.  How did he deceive Eve? IŜ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

her the truth and that eating the forbidden fruit would in fact give her god-like power and 

position.  

2. What three temptations are identified in verse 6? Fleshly desires, visual desires, and human 

pride.  

3. How does Satan deceive us today using the same trickery? He uses our visual and sensual desires 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ άŘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  

Genesis 3:14-19  The curse of sin fell on mankind and on Satan.  

1. The curse of sin God had promised in Genesis 2:17 όάȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜέύ ŦŜƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ 

because of their lack of trust in and obedience to God. The first curse, however, came to the 

devil himself.  What do you think the curse is? ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ultimate humiliation and defeat of Satan is the end result of it.  

2. Who do you suppose is ǘƘŜ άƘŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊǳǎƘ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΚ  Christ. (Romans 16:20)  

3. How does Satan bruise the heel of Christ? Through the persecution, rejection, and torturous 

crucifixion he brought upon Christ (Isaiah 53:5).  

4. What was the curse on woman? Pain in childbearing. Subjugation.  Why do you suppose these 

came about? tŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘōŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ 

children through Christ.  Male dominance would be inevitable in a world of sin where there is a 

battle for dominance.  God later gives the spiritual antidote to this sin curse (Ephesians 5:21-25).  

5. What was the curse on man? The ground was cursed to produce useless and even damaging 

weeds. These weeds are surely a shadow of sin in the spiritual world.  Righteousness must be 

planned, planted, and cultivated while sin seems to spring up spontaneously.  

6. What is the curse on all mankind? In verse 19, God tells us all men will return to dust (physically 

die) (Hebrews 9:27).  

7. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ IŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ 

out the curse on Satan!  

Genesis 4:1-8 Men begin to reach out to God. It does require special effort.  

1. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ /ŀƛƴΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴg?  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ όǾΦ тύΦ  

2. 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ DƻŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΚ  Obviously not.  

3. Is this what most people believe? No. Most believe God accepts anything we throw His way.  

4. John 4:23-24 - What worship does God accept? God accepts worship that is in spirit and in 

truth.  This encompasses the motive, the meaning, and the mode of that worship (we must do 

what God wants inwardly and outwardly).  Any less will mean a lack of the desired connection 

with God.  

5. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻŦ /ŀƛƴΩǎ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΚ  He was obviously hateful in that he killed his 

innocent brother.  He was also selfish. Perhaps this is why he offered God the wrong thing, the 

wrong quality, and/or offered it through a faulty heart or mind.  
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6. So what is the application to us? We need to listen carefully to God and obey Him in every way, 

both in our service to Him AND outside of it.  

Genesis 6:5  Sin is a very big deal.  

1. Once sin gets root in our lives, what is the result? It spreads like wildfire.  Once sin entered 

through Adam and Eve, their son fell and soon the WHOLE world followed.  

Genesis 12:1-3  God gives three foundational promises to Abraham.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ !ōǊŀƳΚ  God picked him to begin to carry out His plan to bless all 

men in Jesus.  

2. What are the three promises made to Abram?  To make him into a nationτIsrael, to bless them 

with their own landτCanaan (modern Israel area), and to bless all people through himτthe 

Savior, Messiah, or Christ.  

3. How are all people blessed through Abram? Jesus was a descendant of Abram.  He died for all 

ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΦ  

4. The rest of the Bible is about the fulfilling of the three promisesτōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ !ōǊŀƳΩǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ 

into the nation Israel, giving them a land of their own (Canaan), and bringing about the 

promised Savior who would offer salvation to all men.  

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ 2ÅÖÉÅ× 

Acts 7:2-55   Stephen gives us an overview of Old Testament history. 

1. vv. 2-8  

a. Genesis 17:5 - God made the promise to Abram.  His name was changed to Abraham.  

b. Abraham settled in the Promised Land.  

c. !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƻƴΣ LǎŀŀŎΣ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ  

d. Genesis 32:27-28 - Isaac had a son, Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel.  

e. Jacob (Israel) had 12 sons, the 12 tribal heads.  

2. vv. 9-16  

a. The other eleven brothers were jealous of Joseph and sold him into slavery in Egypt, but 

DƻŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƛƴ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ 

dungeon, he became ruler over Egypt, answering solely to the Pharaoh.  

b. A world-wide famine struck and Israel sent the sons to Egypt for food.  There they met 

Joseph, and the family, numbering 75 in all, was allowed to settle in Egypt.  

3. vv. 17-19  

a. The population of the Israelites greatly increased, and under the fearful rule of a new 

Pharaoh, the Jews were enslaved and oppressed. Their babies were even killed.  

b. Israelites = Jews = Hebrews = People of God  

4. vv. 20-29  

a. aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ  

b. aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  
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c. Moses killed an Egyptian while trying to defend an Israelite, then tried to mediate a fight 

between two Israelites. They revealed their knowledge of his killing of the Egyptian. 

Moses fled Egypt to preserve his own life.  

5. vv. 30-38  

a. God called Moses to Egypt to deliver the Jews from slavery.  

b. Moses went back to Egypt.  God showed Himself the sovereign ruler of creation through 

a series of plagues on Egypt. The Pharaoh pursued Moses and Israel but was destroyed 

in the Red Sea.  

c. DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ aƻǎŜǎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣέ ǘƘŜ мл Commandments at Mt. Sinai.  

6. vv. 39-47  

a. LǎǊŀŜƭ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aƻǎŜǎ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ 

Egypt and committed idolatry.  

b. God allowed Israel to go into captivity because of their repeated disobedience.  

c. Moses built the tabernacle, the mobile temple, and Solomon built the permanent 

ǘŜƳǇƭŜΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ  

7. vv. 48-55  

a. ¢ƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ IŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

dwelled only with them.  Actually, the universe ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ  

b. ¢ƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ άǎǘƛŦŦ-ƴŜŎƪŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-righteous.  Because they trusted in their 

ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ άǊƛƎƘǘΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  

c. WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴ creation.  

d. Jesus was killed because men want to be self-focused rather than God-focused.  

Why study the Old Testament?  

1 Corinthians 10:1 -13 We must understand the Old Testament to understand the New 

Testament.  

1. Paul uses an illustration from Israel to make a point to Christians. The Jews were baptized (in the 

wŜŘ {Ŝŀύ όǾΦнύΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ όǾǾΦо-4), and yet they still fell (v.5).  Can this happen 

to us? Yes.  

2. What is the connection of the Old Testament to the New Testament?  The Old was designed to 

bring about the New so men would know and follow Christ.  

3. ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 

sinless. Thus, the need for a Savior becomes very clear.  

4. Once God completed His plan to prepare men for a Savior and to prove which man was the 

Savior, the Old Law would cease to be our judge and even our guide.  An even greater calling 

would be revealedτbecoming like the perfect God-man, Jesus.  

5. ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛng the Old Testament story of how 

men needed a Savior and how God sent a Savior, His own Son.  

6. What does Paul say the Old Testament story is for (vv.6-12)?  As an example, and a warning, to 

us.  
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   Physical Spiritual 

Galatians 3:23 -29  The law was designed to bring man to trust ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

righteousness.  

1. How did God fulfill His promise to make Abraham into a nation?  His offspring became the 

nation of Israel.  

2. Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ Ƙƛǎ άƭŀƴŘέ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΚ He gave them the Promised LandτCanaan.  

3. How did God bless all menτthe universal blessingτthrough Abraham?  He sent a Savior to all 

men.  

4. What is the Old Testament designed to bring us to? To Christτto live by faith in him, not in 

ƳŜƴΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ  DƻŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘe law 

to bring us to Christ.  

5. Explain vv. 26-27.  We become sons of God when our faith leads us to His rite of baptism, where 

DƻŘ ƪƛƭƭǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǊƛŜǎ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

(Colossians 2:12).  

6. If we belƻƴƎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƛǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΦ  

1 Peter 1:20 -21  God planned to save us through Christ before creation.  

1. What does it mean that Christ was chosen before creation? It means God planned for us to be 

saved through Christ before He created the world.  

2. Where should our faith and hope be? In Christ!  

Acts 4:8-12  ¢ƘŜ ά.LDέ ŘŜŀƭ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΗ  

1. Who does the Bible say is the only source of salvation?  Jesus.  

Shadow/Reality Discussion  

Old Testament   New Testament  
Israel Nation Believers 

Egypt Bondage Sin 

Moses Deliverer Jesus 

Sacrificial Offerings Blood of Lamb Blood of Jesus 

Passover Feast Communion 

Wilderness  Journey  Life 

Manna Bread Jesus 

Temple Mount Rock Jesus 

Meribah Water from the Rock Holy Spirit 

Canaan Promised Land Heaven 

Flood/Red Sea Rebirth/Water Baptism 

Jerusalem Temple Heart 
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Lesson 3 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
Read the Gospel of Luke. 

Looking Ahead  

John 14:6-9  
1. Why could Jesus say without question that He is the only way to God?  

2. What are the implications of the fact that He is the only way to the Father?  

3. Why do you suppose that Jesus was willing to make the exclusive claim that He is the only way 

to God?  

4. If Jesus is not the Messiah or Christ, He is either a liar or a lunatic. Which do you believe He is? 

Liar? Lunatic? Lord?  
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Lesson 4 
7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ "ÉÇ 0ÒÏÂÌÅÍȩ 

Why Did Jesus Have to Die? 
aŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǎƛƴΦ  {ƛƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜǎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ, 

frustration, lostness, and death. Until one understands the danger and devastation 

of sin, the gospel will not sound like good news. However, when a realization of the 

ǎƛƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŎŎǳǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ άƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ 

is to drive home the problem of sin in the human experience. 

What is Sin? 

1 Timothy 1:1 5 Jesus died to save usτsinners.  

1. Why does the Bible say Jesus came? To save sinners.  

2. What does this mean? That is what this lesson is about.  

Genesis 3:23 From its beginning, sin brought separation from God.  

1. What happened after Adam and Eve committed a sin?  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

paradise.  

2. They were cursed with death and suffering as a part of the human experience.  

Isaiah 59:1 -2 Sin separates us from God.  

1. What does sin do to our relationship with God? Separates us from GodτHe hides His face from 

us.  

2. What does this mean to you and me? All good things come from God.  Life comes from God. 

Separation from Him is the worst thing that can happen.  

Romans 1:18-32  {ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅǎ ǳǎΦ  

1. How does God feel about sin? It brings His wrath.  

2. 1 Peter 2:11  - Why do you suppose this is so? Lǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅǎ Iƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ  

3. What is suppressed by sin? Truth.  Why? Because Satan is a deceiver.  He tempts us to sin in 

order to hide God from us.  Then he (Satan) can become our god (Ephesians 2:1-3). 

4. How can people without the Bible see God? Through His creation.  

5. Note v. 25.  What exchange did men make? The truth of God for a lie.  

6. When this exchange is made, who or what is worshiped? Created thingsτourselves.  

7. How do you see men worshipping created things? Astrology, New Age, money, Hinduism, self 

worship, material possessions, sports, beauty, etc.  

8. Read over vv. 26-32.  Does any of this sound familiar? Why do these kinds of practices and 

lifestyles come about when we reject God? Because men serve their own selfish, sensual desires.  
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Romans 3:23  Everyone sins.  

1. What is the problem of all men? Sin.  

2. ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ άƳŀǊƪέ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳƛǎǎΚ The glorious nature 

of God Himself.  

3. What does this mean to us? We are not who or what we were created to be.  

Romans 6:23  Sin has only one penalty.  Every sin deserves death.  

1. What is the penalty for sin? Death. The word for spiritual life in the Bible is the Greek word zoe. 

The death Paul is talking about here is the loss of this life. The loss of physical life, bios, also is a 

result of sin.  

2. What is the penalty of each and every sin? Death (James 2:10).  

Mark 7:21 -23   Sin comes from inside our hearts.  

1. Where does our sin originate? Inside our own hearts.  

2. Do you see any of these sins when you look inside yourself?  

3. Do you think men can clean their own hearts?  

4. Matthew 23:26  - Where do we begin the change process? Inside ourselves.  

5. Psalm 119:9; John 15:3; John 17:17; Ephesians 5:26; 1 Peter 1:22  - How do we become 

purer? .ȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  

Ephesians 4:17-24  {ƛƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ άŦǳǘƛƭŜέ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  

1. Why is a faithless belief system a futile belief system? ¸ƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ƭƛŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

made to ultimately live here.  

2. Explain the progression: darkened understandingτseparated from the life of God/hardening of 

the heartτlost sensitivityτgiven over to sensualityτcontinual lust.  

Galatians 5:19 -21   IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘƭȅΦ  

1. What are these sins?  

a. sexual immorality  ς sexual intercourse other than with spouse; includes adultery  

b. impurity  ς opposite of purity; unnatural practices such as sodomy and bestiality (see 

Romans 1:24) 

c. debauchery  ς denotes excess; absence of sexual restraint; contrary to  

chastity; lewdness 

d. ido latry  ς worshipping idols; putting anything before God; greed (Ephesians 5:5)  

e. witchcraft  ς using drugs to produce spells, altered mental states, or to appeal to occult 

powers to bless or curse  

f. hatred  ς the opposite of agape love; strong dislike; opposite of brotherly love and 

kindness  

g. discord  ς where hatred is taken from the head and heart and put into practice such as 

disputes, attacks, lawsuits, etc.  

h. jealousy  ς striving to excel at the expense of another; lowering others to esteem self; 

jealousy zealously desires to have the same as others  



20 
 

i. fits of rage  ς turbulent anger and passion which produces destructive and abusive 

outbursts  

j. selfish ambition  ς base ambitions for self; political; seeking to win followers against 

others; personal agendas  

k. dissensions ς standing apart from; forming cliques and denominating from other 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΤ άǇŀǊǘȅέ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ  

l. factions  ς a personal preference for a particular truth or a perversion of one to form a 

party or sect  

m. envy  ς resenting blessings, advantages, and prosperity others enjoy; envy desires to 

deprive others of their blessings  

n. drunkenness  ς to be intoxicated  

o. orgies ς parties which excite lust (i.e. certain dances), include obscene songs or 

entertainment, and intoxicate those present (either physically or emotionally)  

p. the like  ς anything else that looks like, sounds like, smells like, or feels like any of the 

above  

2. What is the destiny for even Christians who live in these sins? Eternal death.  

3. See other sin lists: 1 Corinthians 6:9 -11, Mark 7:21 -23, Revelation 2 2:14-15.  

The Cure to Sin 

Romans 8:1-5  But, God does have a remedyτJesus.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴΚ  CƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 

(atoned) by his righteousness. God sees us as sinless (Ephesians 1:4).  

2. What is the meaƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άƘŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ǎƛƴΚέ In Christ, instead of us being 

ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘΣ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǇƻǿŜǊƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴǎ ǳǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

even exist!  God will be finished with His purpose in this creation.  

1 Corinthians 15 :1-4 ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ DƻŘΩǎ άŎǳǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴΦ  

1. ²ƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΚέ That Christ died for our sins, was buried, and raised to be with 

God. The whole Bible focuses on what Jesus did.  

2. Explain in your own words why this is good news to you.  

3. What is a right response to the good news? To receive it (believe the truth of it), take your stand 

on it (accept Christ as your Lord and Savior and be baptized into him), and hold firm to it (live a 

faithful life until you die).  

Mark 1:15  Therefore, we have to change our mind from trying to overcome sin by ourselves and 

ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ  

1. Repent means to change your mind. Why must our first action toward Christ be to repent and 

believe the good news? We must change our mind to turn to Christ.  

2. Why do we have to repent in order to believe the good news? Before, we rely on our own 

ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ άǊƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ  
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Lesson 4 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
Review the following about sin.  

1. 1 John 3:4 - Sin can be something we do wrong.  

2. James 4:17 - {ƛƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  

3. Romans 14:23 - Sin can be not acting on our faithτdoing something we believe is wrong or 

not doing something we believe we should.  

Titus 2:11 -14  
1. To how many men has grace appeared?  How has it appeared?  

2. What does grace teach us?  

3. Why did Jesus give himself for us?  

Challenging Yourself  

Mark 7:21 -23 
List the ways you see these things coming from your own heart? 

Looking Ahead  
Read the Gospel of John and answer these questions as you read.  Also, note each of the 

miracles Jesus performs, as well as the titles given to him by both himself and others.  Spend 

time discussing what you learned next lesson. 

John 3:19-21 
1. What is the verdict?  

2. Who is the light?  

3. Who comes to the light? Why?  

4. ²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΚ  ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘΚ  

John 13:1-17 
1. Why did Jesus wash ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ? 

2. How does the Biblical description of Jesus seem different from how man often sees him? 

3. What else does this account tell us about him?  

John 17:1-26 
1. Matthew 6:9 -13; Mark 1:35;  Luke 5:16  - What do you learn about Jesus from his prayer? 
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John 18-19 
1. What do the events surrounding his death and his reaction to them tell you about him?  

John 20 IŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƳǇƭŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ  

1. Why is the resurrection so important to the central truth of the Bible? It validates all the 

prophecies and thus the scriptures.  

2. Why else is the resurrection so important? Because it clearly demonstrates Jesus was no mere 

man. The resurrection validates all the supernatural testimonies that he and all the eyewitnesses 

made.  

3. What was the point of miracles? These supernatural activities demonstrated His supernatural 

origin.  

4. Why did John write his gospel? So we could believe Jesus Christ was the Son of God and through 

that belief enjoy the power of his life.  

 

Miraculous Signs  Who Jesus Claims to be What others say about Jesus 
2:1-11 -  

water turned to 
wine  
4:43-54 - 
offici ÁÌȭÓ ÓÏÎ 

5:1-15 ς  
sick man at 
pool  

6:1-15 ς  
feeding 5,000  

6:16-21 ς  
walking on 
water  

9:1-12 ς  
man born blind  

11:1-44 ς  
Lazarus 

20:1-29 - 
Resurrection  

21:1-14 -  
large catch of 
fish  

4:25-26 - the Messiah - He is the 
promised Savior. 

6:35 - the Bread of  life  - He is the true 
spiritual food. 

8:12 - the light of the world  - He takes 
away the darkness that keeps us lost. 

10:7 - the gate of the sheep - He is the 
only way to our true home with God. 

10:11 - the good shepherd  - He is the 
shepherd from God who died for us. 

11:25 - the resurrection and life  - He 
gives us eternal life allowing us to 
overcome our dread and fear of 
physical death. 

14:6 - the way , the truth,  and the life  - 
the path to God, the true revelation of 
God, and the source of eternal life 

14:9 - the Father  - He is God in the flesh. 
15:1 - the true vine  - the source from 

which we receive all the nutrients 
necessary to live fruitful lives. 

1:14 - the one and only Son - He is 
the only man descended from God. 

1:29 - the Lamb of God - He is the 
lamb God selected to cover the sins 
of His people. 

1:41 - the Messiah or Christ  ς 
άaŜǎǎƛŀƘέ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘέ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
DǊŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ƳŜŀƴ άǘƘŜ 
ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜέ ƻǊ άƪƛƴƎΦέ 

1:49 - Rabbi - Nathanael recognized 
that Jesus was also the great 
teacher or Rabbi. 

4:42 - the Savior of the world - 
Jesus is the one who can remove 
the curse of sin seen in Genesis 3. 

20:28 - My Lord and my God - 
There is only one logical conclusion 
to the evidence. One must 
completely deny the Bible in order 
to deny who Jesus was, is, and 
always will be.  
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Lesson 5 
Who is Jesus, Really? 

Paul says that some would preach a different Jesus (2 Corinthians 11:4).  Jesus asked the 

apostles who people said he was (Matthew 16:13). The fact is, many today believe in a 

άWŜǎǳǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇτhe exists only in their minds. Jesus was and is real and each of us 

must discover him for who he was and is, not how we wish he was or how we believe he 

should be. The purpose of this study is to cut through the misconceptions and see who the 

Bible reveals Jesus to beτto help the student see Jesus as he really is. 

The Character of Christ  
After spending some time discussing the homework from lesson 4, list the characteristics of 

Jesus that you observe for each passage. 

1. Luke 2:41-52 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mark 1:40-45 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Luke 19:1-10 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Matthew 21:12-17 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Luke 20:1-8 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

6. John 13:1-15 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Philippians 2:5 -11 
1. How would following Jesus by imitating His character change your life? 

2. What excuses do you make for not being like Him? 

3. How do you think Jesus would respond if He heard them? 

  



24 
 

Evidence of Jesus in Scripture 
If desired, look through each passage written by witnesses of Christ about his divine nature. 

1. 2 Peter 1:16 -18 - Peter bears testimony to JesusΩ divinity as an eyewitness.  

2. 1 John 1:1-4 - John also bears testimony to Jesus as an eyewitness.  

3. John 20:26-28 - WƻƘƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎτάaȅ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΗέ  

4. Acts 3:14-15 - Peter again states his case as an eyewitness.  

5. Acts 17:31 - /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ  

6. Acts 1:3 - Jesus gave many convincing proofs of his resurrection. 

 Matthew 16:15 -16  Who people say Jesus is 

1. Who do people today say Jesus is? A myth.  A ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƴΦ  !ƴ άŜƳōŜƭƭƛǎƘŜŘέ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ  ! ƭƛŀǊ ŀƴŘ 

deceiver.  Who do you believe He is?  

2. How will what you believe about Jesus affect your life?  If you truly believe HŜΩǎ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

accept Hƛǎ ƭƻǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŎŎept HƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

to please yourself.  

3. How will believing the truth of who Jesus is change our lives?  

Hebrews 1:3   Jesus is God translated into the flesh.  

1. Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŀŘƛŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΚ  WŜǎǳǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ of the 

physical world. He calmed the storm, healed the sick, and raised the dead. He himself was 

ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ 

goodness, mercy, and compassion in Jesus.  

2. What is the meaning of the ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ώDƻŘΩǎϐ ōŜƛƴƎΚέ  Jesus is the 

living, earthly translation of the Spirit-God into the man-God.  

Colossians 1:15-20  Jesus is supreme.  

1. What does Paul mean when he says Jesus is the firstborn? He means Jesus as the descended God 

Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘōƻǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ƻƴέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻŘƘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 

created but is an eternal part of God.  Jesus was born into this world, however.  

2. Who created everything (v.16)?  Jesus.  

3. Consider what it means that everything in creation, even the evil empire, was created by him 

and for him. 

4. For whom did He create it (v.16)?  Himself.  

5. List what else He is (vv.17-20).  

a. Before all things - He pre-existed the creation.  

b. Holds all things together - He sustains the universe.  

c. Head of the body, the church - He is Lord of the church.  

d. The beginning and firstborn among the dead - He overcame death and Hades.  

e. Has supremacy - IŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  

f. !ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

g. Reconciled everything to God - IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  

h. Made peace through His blood - He covers our sin with his blood.  
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Lesson 5 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
Read Matthew 5-7.  Write in your own words what does it mean to be a Christian? 

Challenging Yourself  
Write down something you can do this week to imitate Jesus.  Include practical steps on how 

you will accomplish it.  Next time, share what you did. 
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Lesson 6 
What Does it Mean to be a Christian?  

ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǘoday.  When someone says 

he/she is a Christian, he/she may mean many things. However, when the Bible says 

ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣέ ƛǘ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ς a disciple of Christ. The purpose of this lesson is to 

ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ be a disciple of Christ ς a Christian. 

What is a Christian?  

Acts 11:26   A Christian is a disciple of Christ.  
1. WƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΚέ A good person or 

someone who goes to church occasionally. Who does God say is a Christian? A disciple of Christ.  

2. ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƻƴƭȅ 

ǳǎŜǎ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ά5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ нсф ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚ Because 

ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΣέ ƛǘ 

still carries a very specific meaning.  

Luke 6:40   The goal of the disciple is to be just like the teacher.  
1. By definition a disciple or student has the goal of becoming just like the teacher.  How is that 

definition different than that of a student today?  Today, students learn information and may 

ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ƻǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΦ  ! ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ 

to be completely obedient to it.  

2. What Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōȅ άŦǳƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΚέ Jesus gave specific examples, commands, and 

lessons to teach us how to feel, think, and behave. When one follows them, one becomes more 

like Jesus (See II Corinthians 3:18) and is thereby trained.  

Luke 9:22-26 Here is the core of following Jesus.  
1. Note verses 21-22. What did Jesus say was to happen to him? He must suffer, be killed, and 

raised again. From what we learned in previous studies, why did it have to happen? Jesus was to 

die for our sins so we could live eternally.  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΚέ To be a disciple or follower.  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŘŜƴȅ ǎŜƭŦέ ƳŜŀƴΚ ¢ƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ άƭƛŦŜέ ōȅ any human 

means. This will require sacrifices of some things the flesh desires, but it is a bigger deal than just 

not doing certain things.  

4. 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ άǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǎǎΦέ The cross was an instrument used to punish by execution. Jesus was 

ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ όȅƻǳǊύ ǎƛƴǎΦ ¢ƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘέ Řŀƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ self. (See 

also II Corinthians 5:14,15 and Galatians 2:20)  

5. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜέ ƳŜŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΚ To become like him in purpose (for God), in 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ όDƻŘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ όȊŜŀƭƻǳǎύΦ  
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6. How do we save our life by losing it and lose it by trying to save it? When we try to live life our 

way, we follow our own desires and get lost for eternity.  When we give up on our way and live 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Luke 14:25 -33  God refuses to stand in line for our love and He rŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άǇŀǊǘέ ƻŦ 
our lives τ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ƴƻƴŜΗ  

1. Why do you suppose Jesus would preach such a powerful and potentially confusing lesson to 

such a large crowd?  Because God only wants those who are really serious.  He does not want the 

half-hearted.  (See also Revelation 3:15 and Jeremiah 29:13)  

2. ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ άƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǊŜǎǘέ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΚ 

There can be no rivals to God in our lives. Jesus uses the word hate to tell us how our 

commitment to others should compare to our commitment to God.  There can be no rivals!  

3. Why must we first estimate or count the cost of our becoming a disciple? .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ 

cheap and easy, we are more likely to give up and quit.  We must prepare ourselves mentally for 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΦ  

4. Why do you suppose we must give up everything to be a disciple? .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ L άƻǿƴέ 

άƻǿƴǎέ ƳŜΦ !ƭƭ L ŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ άǘǊǳǎǘέ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜΦ L ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ 

to act and live by asking what Jesus wants me to do.  

Authentic Christianity  

Matt hew 7:21-23   Not all Christians are true disciples.  
1. What does Jesus say is not, by itself, enough to be saved? Calling Jesus Lord and calling on his 

name.  

2. Who does Jesus say is an authentic Christian? Those who do tƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  

3. What is the implication? Doing the will of God involves more than calling myself a Christian and 

calling on Jesus as Lord.  

4. Describe the people of verse 22. They called Jesus Lord, called on the power of his name to 

prophecy, drove out demons, and performed miracles.  They considered themselves Christians 

and even seemed sincere in that they are surprised at their condemnation.  

5. Are there many or few of these? Many. (See also Matthew 7:13,14)  

6. Were they ever saved?  No, because Jesus had never known them.  

7. Are they good people who are simply misguided? bƻΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǾƛƭ-doers.  

8. How can this be? bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ 

candidates for eternal death row.  Being a Christian is not about our goodness ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎΦ  

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎ ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ  tƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ  

1 John 2:3-6 The true test of authentic discipleship is in obedience.  
1. Do we knƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōȅ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ άŦŜŜƭΣέ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ 

Christ? By knowing and obeying Christ.  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΚ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ a lie.  
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3. 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ άƭŜƎŀƭƛǎƳΚέ  Legalism is believing I earn a relationship 

to God by obedience ς ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƎǊƻǿǎ 

out of a serious trust in God!  (James 2:14-26)  

4. Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǎΚ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŀǊe being loving, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Iƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎΦ ²ŜΣ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

to others.  

5. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ άǿŀƭƪ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘΚέ It means to live the way he lived, to feel as he felt, to 

think as he thought and to see self and others through his eyes.  So many people see being a 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ άƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǘǳŀƭǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ 

and so different from such a worldly view.  

John 12:42-43  Believing is not enough.  
1. Did the leaders come to believe in Jesus? Yes.  

2. Why would they not admit their belief? Fear and loving praise from men more than praise from 

God.  

3. How might this be the case in your life? Often coming to a true and right belief in Jesus and 

acknowledging this either verbally or in our lives upsets others like parents, friends, 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ άǎŜŎǊŜǘƛǾŜέ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ млΥон-

оо ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  

4. Why would you love praise of men more than praise of God? .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ 

gratifying in either bringing short-ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƛǎ 

infinitely more rewarding, but it is often more long-term and frequently brings short-term 

suffering and pain.  Short-term thinkers (faithless) simply want to go for the quick deal.  

The Cost of Being a Disciple 

Romans 12:1-2 {ŜŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-sacrifice.  
1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ Řƻ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΚ  LǘΩǎ 

completely humbling.  

2. Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜέΚ You give your whole life to His cause and purpose. (See 

also II Corinthians 5:15)  

3. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ ŦŀŎŜǘǎ ƻŦ άǿƻǊǎƘƛǇέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ hƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ awe and adoration of God 

expressed in total praise and thanksgiving. The other flows from adoration and is service. It 

means worshipping by serving. Paul says our self-sacrifice to God is spiritual worship. How is this 

so? When we figure out the purpose and design of the world, then the things we do here are 

about our spiritual convictions, not fleshly pleasures.  

4. What does conforming to the pattern of the world look like? It means to live by its purposes and 

subsequent behaviors.  

5. Why must the disciple not do so? Because you cannot please God and the world. (See also 

Matthew 6:24; 1 John 2:15-17)  
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John 8:31-32  To be a true disciple of Jesus, we must know and obey his word.  
1. Is it possible to be considered a Christian and not be a disciple? ̧ ŜǎΦ  aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

know the will of Christ.  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ άƘƻƭŘ ǘƻέ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΚ  Know it and obey it.  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƳǇƭȅ ōȅ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΚέ {ƻƳŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέκōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

disciples.  

4. How do you see yourself in this matter? You can fool me, you can fool others, you can even fool 

ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧƻƻƭ DƻŘ όн ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ нΥмфύΦ  

John 13:34-35  True disciples will be recognized by their love for each other.  
1. Matthew 22:39  - Iƻǿ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŀƴd different than the old one?  The old was 

referenced to self ς to love others as I love myself.  The new is referenced to Jesus ς to love 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎΦ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘΤ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ  

2. Why is this type of love a testimony to authentic discipleship? Because this sort of love cannot 

be fabricated or faked. It comes only from Jesus and is completely unique in this world of 

facades.  

John 15:5-8 LŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
our discipleship is authentic ς from God.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ άǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΚέ To live in his will and way.   

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƘŜ άǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΚέ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƘŜ ǇƻǳǊǎ Ƙƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ǳǎ 

and comes to live in us.  

3. What sort of fruit is he speaking of? aƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ 

όǾΦ моύΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳ ƻǳǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ 

sinners as well. His mission becomes our mission.  

4. Discuss how each of us can be involved in saving sinners without developing a guilt complex or a 

άƳŜǎǎƛŀƘέ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ όǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎύΦ  

Matt hew 28:18 -20 Jesus gave a self-perpetuating command for disciples to make and   mature 
other disciples.  This assures his presence in our lives and ministries.  

1. What does it mean thaǘ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ άŀƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΚέ Lƴ ŀƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

not conformed to his will is in rebellion to him.  

2. Why make disciples of all nations? !ƭƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  

3. How do we make disciples? By teachinƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ς DƻŘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜŘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  !ƭƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƘƛƳΣ ƻōŜȅ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ 

follow him.  

4. Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ άƻōŜȅƛƴƎέ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǳǎΚ His commands involve behaviors that cause us to become 

like him in our nature.  

5. What is the difference between teaching his commands and teaching others to obey his 

commands? One is intellectual and the other is active and expressive.  

6. How is the command self-perpetuating? He commanded it to the apostles and then told them to 

ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΦ Lǘ 

summarizes the ultimate mission of Christ.  
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Lesson 6 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
1. Luke 9:57 -62 - To which character type do you most relate?  

a. v. 57-58 - Quick to join, slow to realize the cost? 
b. v. 59-60 - ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ άƎƻƻŘέ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΚ 
c. v. 61-62 - A person with allegiances to others over Christ?  

2. Mark 1:16 -18 - Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ άŦƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴΚέ  

Challenging Yourself  
Write down a schedule of where your time was spent this week, with either 15 or 30 
minute intervals. 
 
Are you living like Christ? 
 
What are some practical steps you could take to ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ? 
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Lesson 7 
How Does One Become a Christian? Part I 

Salvation tends to get lost in a lot of religious jargon and doctrine.  This two-part lesson is 

designed to cut through all the baggage and see the simple requirements of God to be saved ς 

faith, repentance, and baptism.  Each will be described and explained through the scriptures. 

This can be a very disturbing lesson for some, especially those who have adhered to less than 

Biblical views or have been assured since their youth that certain actions saved them.  However, 

with a positive, inclusive presentation, it can simply be a matter of course correction for them in 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ άŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ 

creed, view, or doctrine.  This is a positive, God-focused response to the greatest message ever 

given ς the good news of Christ. 

Acts 16:30-32  To get started as a disciple, we must be saved.  

1. The jailer was a Roman and probably had no previous experience with the true God, nor had he 

likely ever heard of Jesus. What do you suppose he had in mind when he asked the question, 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ L Řƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΚέ Men have always had an awareness of the supernatural. Perhaps 

ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

God, who had opened up the prison.  Perhaps he was asking a loftier question about truth and 

ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ƛƭŀǎΩ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ  9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ 

answer to both questions.  Paul told him about Jesus and his word ς whom to believe in to be 

saved and what to do.  

2. Belief in Jesus is the foundation of our response to Christ. Why do you suppose it is so? We 

either trust in ourselves, others, false gods, or the God of heaven.  Only faith in the true God can 

bring true salvation.  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ άǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΚέ To be forgiven by God of my sin against Him.  When my sins 

ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ  L ŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

family, the church, and God comes to dwell in me through His Holy Spirit. 

4. Acts 2:38 

5. 1 Timothy 1:15  

Faith  

Hebrews 11:1 , 6  Faith is not blind ς it is sure and certain.  It is also essential.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ άǎǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ άŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΚέ Many see faith as blind belief. This, in fact, is the 

opposite of Biblical faith. Biblical faith is based on evidence, testimony, and historical record.  

2. What are the two essential components of faith mentioned here? .ŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ 

(Psalms 14:1, the fool says there is no God) and belief that He rewards those who earnestly seek 

Him.  
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Ephesians 2:8-10   CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  

1. WƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άƎǊŀŎŜέ ƳŜŀƴΚ DǊŀŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻǊ ƳŜǊŎȅΦέ  DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 

in His forgiving those who do not and cannot deserve forgiveness.  He showed His grace by 

sending His own son to pay our penalty, freeing us from eternal condemnation. Paul says in 

Romans 3:25-26, that through the cross God was both just (in that the penalty was required 

to be paid) and the justifier (in that He paid the penalty through His own son).  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ƳŜŀƴΚ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜέ ƻǊ άǘǊǳǎǘΦέ The 

New Testament describes three necessary components to a faith which brings salvation. James 

2:19 says even demons believe in God, and, of course, they are not saved. John observed 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘέ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƛǘ όJohn 12:42 -43). The New Testament writers 

describe the three essential components of a saving faith as belief in the truth of the gospel, a 

complete surrender to Christ, and a life inspired by that surrender.  Paul describes the 

components in I Corinthians 15 :1-3Φ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ άǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ όōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘύΣ άǘƻƻƪ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƛǘέ όǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƘŜƭŘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ όŀ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƭƛŦŜύΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǿŀǎ άƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘe 

popular notion that simply doing the first two, culminating in a prayer for forgiveness, seals 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ  Lƴ Hebrews 10:36 -39, the writer says that to be saved, one must 

live their life by faith, and if one goes back, he will be destroyed. Being saved by faith is like a 

marriage relationship in that faithfulness must be lifelong. Paul says we are saved by faith that is 

ŦǊƻƳ άŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘέ όRomans 1:16, 17). We must be faithful from the beginning of our salvation 

to our physical death ƻǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ άƭƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ Paul said of his own salvation, that upon 

Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ άƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘέ ό2 Timothy 4:7 -8).  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΚ There is no one else worthy of our 

faith.  Who else can you trust for your eternal security? If you cannot respond to the cross with 

faith, then there is no hope for salvation.  It is when we respond to His gospel with faith that we 

receive His grace.  

4. ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ άǿƻǊƪǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΚ There are two ways to have 

a relationship with God ς either by our own performance or by His mercy and grace. The Law of 

Moses was given to demonstrate that no human, other than Jesus, could keep the Law with all 

of its requirements. However, many mistook the LawΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ όǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘύ ŀƴŘ 

pursued salvation by their own performance.  They of course failed. Paul said in Galatians 

3:11Σ ά/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΧέ IŜƴŎŜΣ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ άŜŀǊƴέ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ Ǌƻǿ 

ƛƴƳŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜǾŜǊ ōƻŀǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  

5. !ǊŜ άǿƻǊƪǎέ ōŀŘΚ Not at all. We must do them, but we must keep them in proper perspective 

and sequence. We were, aŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ άŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻέ όEphesians 2:10).  Works come from faith (James 2:14-26). You CAN 

have works without having faith in God.  However, you CANNOT have faith without works which 

serve God.  
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Repentance 

Acts 2:36-38    Repentance is the first step of faith.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ WŜǿǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ όǾŜǊǎŜ отύΚ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŎǳǘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ What does this mean? It means to be emotionally, mentally, and spiritually convicted 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŘȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦ  Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ άƎŜǘ ƛǘΦέ  

2. What were they asking? They realized their sin problem and wanted to know what to do to be 

saved.  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƭȅΚ  To repent.  

4. What is repentance? ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ άŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΦέ  .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 

the truth, realizing its implications, and changing my mind to give myself to God.  

2 Corinthians  7:10-11   Repentance is much more than being sorry.  Much more.  

1. What are the two kinds of sorrow mentioned? Godly and worldly.  

2. How are they different?  Worldly sorrow is sorrow that does not bring change.  I feel bad but 

keep living the worldly life. This leads to death. Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 

salvation.  

3. Describe the fruits or results of repentance.  

a. Earnestness - seriousness; real intent.  

b. Eagerness to clear yourself  - contriteness, brokenness, penitence.  

c. Indignation  - embarrassed at sinful state.  

d. Alarm  - realization of the seriousness of your situation.  

e. Longing  - intense desire to rectify (correct or make right) the situation.  

f. Concern - the opposite of unconcerned and uncaring.  

g. Readiness to see justice done - desire to get things right with God (and others for that 

matter).  

4. How does this description of repentance differ from general beliefs?  It is much deeper. It means 

ŀƴ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ά¦-ǘǳǊƴέ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΗ  
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Lesson 7 
Homework 

Challenging Yourself  
Interview two people (leaders) in the ministry about their salvation stories. 

Looking Ahead  

Acts 2:36-47 
1. Write down what the believers did in repentance and how their lives changed. 

2. What did their new lives look like? 

3. Write, in your own words, what it means to be saved?  

4. Have you ever done anything to be saved? 
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Lesson 8 
How Does One Become a Christian? Part II 

Acts 2:36-47  This is the first example of New Covenant salvation.  

1. From last time, describe how repentance changed their lives.  

2. When they asked what to do to be saved, what did Peter tell them (verse 38)? He told them to 

repent and to be baptized to have their sins forgiven.  In doing so, they would receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit to live in them. όLŦ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǿƴ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛƴ Matthew 3:13 -17).  

3. To whom is this promise given (v 39)?  To everyone God calls.  

4. Is this all they were told (v 38-39)? No, in verse 40, we read they were told many other things 

ŀōƻǳǘ άǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  

5. Why were they to be baptized? To be forgiven and receive the Holy Spirit.  

6. How does this comparŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ 

prayer (accepting Christ through a prayer) to be forgiven and receive the Holy Spirit? LǘΩǎ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ άǎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊέ ƛƴ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΦ  .ǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎŀǾŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ 

something we do. Baptism is something done to us. On the outside, another human does it. On 

the inside, it is about what God does to us.  

7. What did thƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ άŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜέ ŘƻΚ They were baptized that day.  This is in 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ǿƘƻ άƎŜǘ ǎŀǾŜŘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ 

or years later or even not at all.  

8. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǊŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜir repentance and baptism?  Devoted to 

DƻŘΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀȅǎΦ  

Baptism  

John 3:1-5  Jesus described the rebirth.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ άǎŜŜέ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΚ A man must be reborn in order to even 

perceive the spiritual kingdom of God (see Luke 17:20-21- the kingdom of God is not visible).  

2. Why was Nicodemus confused? He was thinking through human perception.  (This is the 

particular instrument of Satan, the arch-deceiver.  See Matthew 16:23)  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘΚ  A man must be born of water and the Spirit.  

4. See the next scripture for an explanation.  

Romans 6:3-11  Paul gives a New Testament explanation of Jesus statement.  

1. What does Paul say happens at baptism?  

a. v. 3 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  

b. v. 3 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ Řeath.  

c. v. 4 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦ  

d. v. 4 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ όǇƻǿŜǊύ ƻŦ DƻŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎΦ  
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e. v. 5 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

f. v. 5 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

g. v. 6 ς Our old self is crucified.  

h. v. 6 ς Our body of sin is rendered powerless (Romans 8:1-4)  

i. v. 6 ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴΦ  

j. v. 7 ς {ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦǊŜŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴΦ  

k. v. 8 ς We believe we will live (eternal life) with Christ.  

l. v. 11 ς We count ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ.  

2. [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ όMatthew 3:13 -17) and the first Christian conversion (Acts 2:38-

41), explain what the rebirth of water and the Spirit looks like. Upon coming to faith, we repent 

of our sinful past, turning to God.  Then we are immersed in water as God ordained to have our 

sins washed away through the death of Christ and receive the promised Holy Spirit.  This makes 

ǳǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ άŀǎ DƻŘ ǎŜŜǎ ƛǘΦέ  

Colossians 2:11-13  Baptism is a pure, simple, God-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ about what 

IŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  

1. What does Paul say happens in baptism? ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƻǳǊ 

ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΦ  

2. ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΚ  We put our faith in the same power of God that was able to raise 

Jesus from the dead (verse 12). If God said to beat your head against the wall to be saved then 

faith would dictate you simply do it. God required one man to dip in a dirty river seven times to 

be healed of leprosy (II Kings 5:8-14). Jesus required a blind man, in whose eyes Jesus had rubbed 

his own saliva mixed with soil, to go wash in a certain pool (John 9:6-7), and God saved eight 

people through water on a God-designed ship (I Peter 3:20). All of these are acts of faith in God. 

None of these believed in their own ingenuity.  However, in each instance, God used certain 

ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ 

and salvation. Such is the case with baptism.  

Ephesians 4:4-5   ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  

1. What does it mean that there is only one baptism? ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƻƴŜΦέ DƻŘ 

ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƳŀŘŜΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ άōŀǇǘƛǎƳǎέ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ 

DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛŎǘƛƻnary, an encyclopedia, or a church manual; ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ DƻŘΩǎ 

ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴŜ .ƻƻƪ ς the Bible.  There is only one baptism for everyone. There were 

ƻǘƘŜǊ άōŀǇǘƛǎƳǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ όWƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ !Ŏǘǎ мфΥм-5), to specific 

individuals (the baptism with the Holy Spirit: the apostles, Acts 2:1-пΤ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ !Ŏǘǎ 

10:44-46, 11:15-16).  !ƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŀ άōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎέ ς Mark 10:38-39 and a 

άōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜέ ς Matthew 3:11-12.  Yet, the one baptism Paul mentions involves the one for 

άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎέ ό!Ŏǘǎ нΥоу-39).  

2. What is this one baptism? As with everything of God there is a mode and a meaning, a way to do 

ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ όWƻƘƴ пΥнпύΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

meaning is to receive forgiveness and the Holy Spirit.  
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3. Why only immersion? ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ άōŀǇǘƛȊŜΣέ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǇ ƻǊ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

words for sprinkling and pouring. God commanded immersion and nothing else! Jesus came up 

out of water (Matthew 3:16), John needed plenty of water to baptize (John 3:23), and the 

Ethiopian went down into and came up out of the water.  Baptism is only by immersion. Men 

later introduced other methods.  

4. ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΚ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ άōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘέ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻf reasons: as babies (sprinkling 

ŀƴŘ ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎύ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ άƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛƴέ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻǊ 

ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ 

saved.  All these meanings ŀǊŜ ƛƴŜȄŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

clear and concise ς a faithful response to a simple command to be forgiven by God through the 

sacrifice of Christ and to receive the Holy Spirit.  

Mark 16:16   Jesus promised that whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.  

1. What did Jesus require for salvation? Belief and baptism.  

 

Galatians 3:26 -27   .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ άǇǳǘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ  

1. Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ  By faith.  

2. ²ƘŜƴ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ  When we clothe ourselves with Christ (put him 

on) in baptism.  

1 Peter 3:21   Baptism is when we are saved.  

1. We can commit ourselves to God in many ways and rituals.  But God commits Himself and His 

ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ IƛƳΦ  

2. Does the water save or cleanse us? No, not any more than the water of the flood saved Noah. 

DƻŘ ǎŀǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ IŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀǾŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ IŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎΦ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ DƻŘΦέ  
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Lesson 8 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
Look at these conversions stories in Acts and mark if the story included some mention of faith, 

repentance, baptism, or prayer. 

Acts Conversion Stories  

Conversion Faith Repentance Baptism Prayer 
2:36-42     

8:12-13     

8:26-39     

9:1-9     

10:44-48     

16:13-15     

16:25-34     

18:7-8     

19:1-7     

22:3-16     

 

 

What is specifically mentioned in every one of them? 

 

Does Luke mention saying a prayer to be saved? 

 

Challenging Yourself  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ Lƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ view?  

 
IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΚ ²ƘŀǘΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
studied?  
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Lesson 9 
What is the Church and How Important is It?  

Nothing is more confusing to the non-/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƻǊ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

multiplicity of churches with their vast diversity of beliefs and practices.  This confusion 

often leads individuals to simply avoid church membership altogether.  However, the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

human redemption and the ultimate destruction of sin. The purpose of this lesson is to 

ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

The Beginning of the Church  

Matthew 16:1 3-20   Christ is the planner, founder, and builder of the church.  

1. ²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΚ  Himself.  

2. What is the rock on which the church is built? !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

Certainly, Jesus is the foundation of the churchτthe giant bedrock upon which the church 

eternally and securely rests (1 Corinthians 3:11 ς Jesus is the only foundation). Thus, the rock 

Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

name Jesus gave PŜǘŜǊ όWŜǎǳǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ŜǇƘŀǎ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊύ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǊƻŎƪΣέ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ 

ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΦ IŜ Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

άǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻŎƪέ ƻǊ άǇŜōōƭŜέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άǊƻŎƪέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ.  Hence, it 

is likely that Jesus was referring to himself as the rock. However, to see the apostles as 

foundational in the church would not violate the spirit of the verse (Ephesians 2:20 ς άΦ Φ Φ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets . . .έύΦ bƻǘŜΥ {ƻƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜȄǘ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ άǇƻǇŜΦέ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛŦ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǎ 

preeminent this could be argued, but nowhere else in scripture is this indicated.  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƳŜŀƴΚ The Greek wƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ άŜƪƪƭŜǎƛŀΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ 

ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ άŜƪΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άƻǳǘ ƻŦΣέ ŀƴŘ άYƭŜǎƛǎΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŀ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ άŀ 

ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦΦέ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ 

affairs.  In the Greek version of the Old Testament (Septuagint), it was used to designate the 

gathering of Israel for any definite purpose or for a gathering regarded as representative of 

LǎǊŀŜƭΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ άƳȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣέ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ a gathering or assembly 

of people who would be called out to be his to achieve his purposes.  

4. Lƴ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ  

a. a general gathering of people, an assembly  

b. the universal church throughout New Testament history until the present  

c. a congregation in a city  

d. a group of Christians meeting in a home 

The text reveals which type of assembly is being described. 
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5. Does this scripture indicate Jesus planned to build churches which would denominate under 

names, doctrines, and practices? No.  

6. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƪŜȅǎέ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΚ The revelation about the church, membership in it, the 

mission of it, and her ultimate victory over death.  This revelation is recorded in scripture.  

7. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴΣ άǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ IŀŘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ƛǘΚέ Hades is not Hell as punishment. 

Hades is the place where the dead go to wait for their eternal fate. Jesus went there (Acts 2:27; 

Luke 23:43 - Jesus was in Hades (grave) in Paradise). Lazarus went there (Luke 16:19-31 - He 

went to Paradise and his rich counterpart went there to torment). Before our final resurrection, 

there is no way out of Hades. Jesus took the keys and passed them on. He is the key! Death no 

longer prevails!  

Ephesians 1:9-12   The church was predestined by God.  

1. What is the mystery ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ IŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΚ  That God had foreplanned to unite things 

in heaven and on earth in one kingdom with Christ as its head.  The church is the earthly part of 

this kingdom.  

2. What is our purpose as the church? To bring praise to God (v.12).   

3. Ephesians 3:10 - He reveals His manifold wisdom through the church 

4. Ephesians 2:7 - He shows the incomparable riches of His grace in His relationship with the 

church.  

Isaiah 2:2 -3   DƻŘ ǳǎŜŘ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ  

1. This is prophetic language and is thus colorful and figurative. However, most Bible students 

ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ άŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΦ  

2. What was to hapǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ όǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘύΚ  God will teach us His ways and how to 

ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΦ !ƭǎƻΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎ 

mission.  

What is the Church? 

Galatians 3:26 -29  When we are baptized into Christ, God adds us to His spiritual family, the church.  

1. Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ άƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚέ By baptism.  

2. If we belong to Christ, what are we (v.29)?  !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ  

3. Thus, we see the church is built by Christ through disciples making disciples.  

4. Disciples meet together in assemblies or congregations called churches.  

Ephesians 1:22-23  Jesus is the head of His own body, the church.  

1. Who is the head of the church? Jesus.  

2. What are the implications of the church being WŜǎǳǎΩ body?  He lives in it through the Holy Spirit, 

it belongs to Him, and it is a living, spiritual organism.  

3. Ephesians 4:4 - How many bodies (churches) does Jesus have? One.  

 



41 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ  

1. As members of the church, whose household are we now part of? DƻŘΩǎΦ  

2. What does the scripture mean when it says that Jesus is the chief cornerstone? Jesus is the 

reference point for everything in the church, from individual living to organization, name, 

ministries, and mission. He builds the church from himself.  

3. Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜƛƴƎ άōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ The Holy Spirit adds you to the universal 

ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мнΥмоύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 

(Ephesians 4:3). We do this by bonding with all who call on his name.  As we practice the 

examples, principles, and commands of Christ, we will find ourselves involved in deeper 

relationships than we ever imagined. We will also find ourselves in the most meaningful, 

purposeful fellowship possible.  

4. Compare the church with ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ άŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ  

Acts 2:41-47   Read the example of how Jesus built his church.  

1. How did the first Christians accept the gospel? They were baptized that day.  

2. When they were baptized, what (who) did they receive (v.38)?  The Holy Spirit. Hence, we see 

Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  

3. Who added new members to their number (the church)? God (v.47).  

4. How were the first Christians described in v.42?  Devoted.  

5. What were they devoted to?  

a. ¢ƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴg - God was speaking through the apostles (Acts 2:4).  

b. The fellowship - όDǊύ άƪƻƛƴƻƴƛŀΣέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ όŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŜύΣ ŀ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

common, a partnership  

c. The breaking of bread - ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ 

the death of Christ  

d. Prayer - ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ  

6. Describe, from vv.43-47, the first church.  Awe (worship), power-filled, together, shared 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭΣ ƳŜǘ ŘŀƛƭȅΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƎǊŜǿ 

daily.  

7. Compare this to modern churches.  

What did the Early Church look like?  

Acts 4:32-35   Note how the disciples sacrificed and cared for each other.  

1. How was their behavior like that of Jesus? They were unselfish and completely sacrificial.  

2. How often do you see commitment of this magnitude in churches today? People join churches 

for lots of reasons, often quite selfish ones.  On the other hand, disciples of Jesus imitate Christ in 

every generation.  

3. Do you love and trust Christ enough to give yourself to the church fellowship as his first 

followers did?  
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Acts 8:4  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ  

1. When the government began to persecute the church, and Christians were forced to become 

refugees, what did they do everywhere they went? ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  

2. Acts 2:41 - How many did Luke say were saved?  3,000.  

3. Acts 4:4 - How many male disciples were there? 5,000.  

4. Acts 5:14 - How was their growth going?  More and more added.  

5. Acts 6:7 - WƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚ  Rapid increases. Why did it grow so fast? 

They preached the word of God to everyone.  

6. Acts 11:21 - Was the growth still going?  Absolutely.  

7. What do you think is the key to church growth? Every disciple being involved in spreading the 

word to everyone everywhere!  

8. Which church were all of these disciples a part of? /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎΦ  

What is the Church about Today? 
Read each verse and apply it to yourself and your ministry. 

1. Romans 12:3-10 - What does this mean for your life? 

2. Hebrews 10:23 -25 - Why do we participate in the life of the Body? 

3. Ephesians 4:1-6 - How can we maintain spiritual unity? 

4. Matthew 18:15  - How do Christians handle conflict? 

 

Matthew 28:1 8-20  ¢ƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

preaching of the gospel.  

1. How do all nations come to be a part of the church? ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

disciples of all nations.  

2. To whom was the command given?  Every discipleτάǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ 

ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳ Φ Φ Φέ IŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦ  
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Lesson 9 
Homework 

Reading the Word  
1. Why do you suppose denominations have formed?  

2. John 17:20-21; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:3  - Do you believe Christ wants us 

separated into denominations?  

3. Acts 5:29; 2 Corinthians 5:9  - What do you believe Christ wants you to do about church 

membership?  

4. When you are baptized, whose church does God add you to?  

Challenging Yourself  
Every day this week spend time with another member of the body. 

Looking Ahead  
Review the following verses and consider the principle of each command in how we are to treat 

other disciples.  Discuss with your teacher the next time.  

Mark 9:50  άΧ.Ŝ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊέ  

John 13:14 άΧ²ŀǎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŜǘέ  

John 13:34 άΧ[ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ  

Romans 12:10 ά.Ŝ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ ƭƻǾŜΧέ  

Romans 12:10 άΧIƻƴƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎέ  

Romans 12:16 ά[ƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧέ  

Romans 15:7 ά!ŎŎŜǇǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ȅƻǳΧέ  

Romans 15:14 άΧLƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ  

Romans 16:16 άDǊŜŜǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ƪƛǎǎΧέ  

1 Corinthians 12:25  άΧIŀǾŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊέ  

Galatians 5:13  άΧ{ŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜέ  

Galatians 6:2 ά/ŀǊǊȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎΧέ  

Ephesians 4:2 άΧ.Ŝ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜέ  

Ephesians 4:32 ά.Ŝ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧέ  
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Ephesians 5:19 ά{ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǎŀƭƳǎΣ ƘȅƳƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎƻƴƎǎέ  

Ephesians 5:21 ά{ǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ  

Colossians 3:16 άΧ¢ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳέ  

1 Thessalonians 3:12  άΧaŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊέ 

1 Thessalonians 4:18  άΧ9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΧέ 

1 Thessalonians 5:11  άΧ.ǳƛƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇΧέ 

Hebrews 3:13  ά9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀƛƭȅΧέ  

Hebrews 10:24  άΧ{ǇǳǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎέ  

Hebrews 10:25  ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΧέ  

James 5:16 ά/ƻƴŦŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΧέ  

James 5:16 άΧtǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊέ  

1 Peter 1:22  άΧ[ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŜǇƭȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘέ  

1 Peter 3:8 
άΧ[ƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be 
ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳōƭŜΦέ 

1 Peter 4:9 άhŦŦŜǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎǊǳƳōƭƛƴƎέ  

1 Peter 4:10  ά9ŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎƛŦǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧέ  
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Lesson 10 
What is Christian Living? 

tŀǳƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мнΥнύΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ƴŘ ǿŜΧŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎΧέ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ оΥмуύΦ tŀǳƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ άǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ǎŜƭŦΧŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜƭŦΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘǊǳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΥннΣнпύΦ 

Becoming a saved, born-ŀƎŀƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

Growing daily in his likeness is the school itself.  This learning and changing process is Word 

ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƭŜŘΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΣ άŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜέ όtƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ нΥмо).  

The purpose of this study is to expose new disciples to some basic, practical concepts of living 

and growing in Christ. 

John 13:34   wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άhƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΚ  

1 Peter 2:5, 9  The church is an assembly of priests.  

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άƘƻƭȅ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘέ ƳŜŀƴΚ Holy means set apart or reserved for God.  Priests are 

ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ  

2. What are we to do (v.5)?  Offer spiritual sacrifices to God.  

3. Who do we belong to? God.  

4. What else are we to do (v.9)?  Declare His praises.  

5. What are we called out of? Darkness. What is that? Spiritual lostness. Hiding and denying our 

sin.  

6. What are we called into? His light. What is that? Spiritual enlightenment, salvation, and 

openness about our sin.  

0ÁÕÌȭÓ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

Ephesians 4:11-16 Growing up.  

1. Who did God appoint to lead in spiritual growth and to equip Christians for service (vv.11-12)?  

Today, evangelists, pastors, and teachers.  

2. What should each of us strive for? Maturity in Christ.  

3. Who do we grow into (v.15)?  Christ.  

4. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘΩǎ όǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎύ ǊƻƭŜ όǾΦмсύΚ  To be joined with all the other parts and to do its 

work.  

 

 



46 
 

Ephesians 4:17-24  Converted living.  

1. How are we not to live (vv.17-19)?  We are not to live the futile life of an unsaved person who 

lives in darkness.  

2. How are we to live (vv.20-24)?  Put off the old self and put on the new self being made like God. 

Live in light.  

Ephesians 4:25-28  
1. Where do we begin (v.25)?  Stop the façades and falsehood. Get honest.  

2. John 3:19-21 - To come into the light, we become open, exposed, and honest.  

3. Why is handling anger correctly so critical to living as a Christian (vv.26-27)?  Unresolved anger 

gives the devil a place in our hearts.  Satan will divide us from Christ and his church.  

4. Does God expect all His children to not only work in the church, but to work to support 

themselves as well as help take care of the needy? Yes.  

Ephesians 4:29-32  
1. What behaviors must we get rid of? Unwholesome, useless talk. Bitterness, rage and anger, 

brawling and slander, every form of malice.  What are these?  

2. How do we grieve the Holy Spirit within us? When we do things that are contrary to His nature 

and will.  

3. How are we to treat each other? With kindness, compassion, and a Christ-like, forgiving spirit.  

Ephesians 5:1-2  Imitating God.  

1. Is our goal as a Christian simply to be good, or to be better than the world? No.  

2. What is our goal? To imitate Godτto be disciples of Christ.  

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚέ We live lives of love and sacrifice just as Christ did.  

Ephesians 5:3-14   Living in the light.  

1. How does God feel about immorality and impurity in and among us? ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ 

incompatible with God and His church.  

2. What other sins does Paul mention? Greed, obscenity, and foolish talk and coarse joking. What 

are these?  

3. How are disciples deceived about these sins (v.6)?  By preachers and teachers who license 

misbehavior.  

4. ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ άŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘέ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ όǾΦсύΚ  DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōǊƻƪŜƴƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ 

and repentance.  

5. How should we then interact with the world in its sin (vv.11-14)?  Have nothing to do with it.  

6. 1 Corinthians 15:33 -34 - relate to this passage. Deceived Christians think they can be 

constantly with worldly people and be unaffected. It is sin. It demonstrates their ignorance of 

DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ  

7. 2 Corinthians 6:14 -7:1 - relate.  Being yoked to the worldly is a total contradiction of Christian 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘo be of the world 

(John 17:14-17).  
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Ephesians 5:15-20  Christian interaction and celebration.  

1. How should we approach our opportunities to interact with our brothers and sisters in Christ? 

Be careful.  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ όǾǾΦмт-18)?  For us to not be drunk on wine but rather with his Spirit.  

3. What does this mean? Just as alcohol uninhibits our bodies and minds, so his Spirit uninhibits 

and frees us to minister, worship, and celebrate Christ.  

4. What will we do (vv.19-20)?  We will sing to one another and worship and thank God.  

Hebrews 12:28 -29  The subject of worship.  

1. What is worship? It has two general meanings in the Bible.  

a. to express reverence, thanksgiving, and praise (proskuneo, Gr.)  

b. to serve (latreuo, Gr.) 

We worship God through praise and through service. 

2. How do we express reverence, etc.? We do this privately through personal worship and 

devotion. We do it publicly through Christian assembly.  

3. Romans 12:1-2 - How do we serve? Note the connection of giving our bodies and spiritual 

worship.  Everything we do to help others or to obey God is service if we do it for God (rather 

than out of selfish motivations).  

4. Matthew 25:40  - How does Jesus view our Christian activities toward others? 

Ephesians 5:21  Submission. 

1. What does submit mean? Generally, to be subject to.  The word used, hupotasso (Gr.), is 

primarily a military term that means to rank under.  Hence, it means to treat other Christians as 

if they are ranked above you (Romans 12:10). 

2. When do we submitτwhen others deserve it or are worthy of it, or all the time?  All the time. 

²Ŝ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  

3. Why do we submit? Out of reverence for Christ.  The basis of our submission is not ourselves or 

others, but Christ.  

Ephesians 5:22-6:9  A New Pattern of RelationshipτSubmitting.  

1. 5:22-24 - Wives to husbands - Submit to husbands as the church does to Christ.  

2. 5:25-33 - Husbands to wives - Submit (love) as Christ did to the church.  

3. 6:1-3 - Children to parents - Obey in the Lord.  

4. 6:4 - Parents (fathers) to children - 5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄŀǎǇŜǊŀǘŜΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊΣ ōǊƛng them up to honor Christ.  

5. 6:5-9 - Workers (slaves) to boss (owners) - Submit to as though serving the Lord.  

6. 6:9 - Boss (owners) to employees (slaves) - Treat (submit) as your master treats you.  
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Lesson 10 
Homework 

Reading the Word  

Ephesians 6:10-20 
1. Who is our spiritual battle against (vv.11-12)?  

2. Why then, should we be strong in the Lord rather than in ourselves or others?  

3. Write down each part of the full armor of God and consider why each part is important.  

4. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ (v.18)?  

 

Looking Ahead  
Spend some time with your teacher praying about the future of your spiritual walk.  Pray that 

your eyes may be opened to the Spirit working in the world around you.  Pray that you may take 

advantage of opportunities God has given you to be a disciple of Christ to others.  Pray that God 

will reveal his plans to you that you may continue your ministry. 

 


