Lesson 3
What's the Big Deal in the Bible?

Although the Bible is a collection of books written by various prophets through the ages, it has

a tightly woven thread running through it. From creation, to man’s fall into sin, through God’s

work with Israel to bring about the Messiah, and on through the establishment of the kingdom
on earth to await Christ’s final return and judgment, there is an interlocking story revealing
God'’s eternal purpose. The purpose of this study is to see where this thread of God leads—
what it’s all about and how it all ties together, that is, what the BIG deal is—a “God deal!”

The Beginning of God’s People

Genesis 1:1-2 God created the entire universe.

1. What does the Bible say about creation? God did it.

2. The Bible assumes God.

3. Psalm 14:1 - What does the Bible say about those who would say there is no God? They’re
fools. Why would it say that? /t would be like claiming a house had no builder, that a baby just
happened, or that a meal just evolved onto the dinner table.

4. Romans 1:18-20 - How does the Bible say that even an uneducated person can see and know
God? Through the created world. What does Paul mean, ‘“Thaeamtar e wit
say they didn’t have a chance to know Him. Even the uneducated and untaught can still see the
Creator.

5. Matthew 7:7-8-Wh at i s J e Shatsvhoevqr seaksiwill §né. Rence, those who aren’t
finding aren’t seeking.

6. Acts 8:26-33 - The Ethiopian was seeking and God sent Philip to him.

7. Acts 10:1-48 - Cornelius was seeking and God sent Peter to him.

8. Jeremiah 29:13-We only find when we seek whol ehearted
action? We put forth time, effort, and energy with open-minded and open-hearted expectation.

Genesis 1:26-27 God made mankind in His image.

1. Why woul d Geontbkemanihpuri“maege . . . ?” The word use
more than one in one. God has a threefold or triune nature—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

2. Matthew 28:19-20 — All three play a key role in our lives.

3. John4:23-24-Wh a t i s Gosdritusl. Whatturdee® s s pli'sreblteved | oo k” i

more real than material, but spirit is “experienced” with our spirit, not “seen” with our eyes.
4. So what does this verse (Gen. 1:26-27) mean to me? | have a spirit nature made like God’s
nature—eternal and non-material. | can experience God'’s life and love (Ephesians 3:17-19).
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Genesis 3:1-7 Man was separated from God because he believed a lie.

1. InRevelation 12:9, the Apostle John tells us that the serpent is the devil (Satan) and that he
leads the whole world astray. How did he deceive Eve? He convinced her that God wasn’t telling
her the truth and that eating the forbidden fruit would in fact give her god-like power and
position.

2. What three temptations are identified in verse 6? Fleshly desires, visual desires, and human
pride.

3. How does Satan deceive us today using the same trickery? He uses our visual and sensual desires
to get to our pride. Then, we take control and believe we have a right to “do our own thing” in
God’s world.

Genesis 3:14-19 The curse of sin fell on mankind and on Satan.
1. The curse of sin God had promised in Genesis 2:17( “you shall surely die”)
because of their lack of trust in and obedience to God. The first curse, however, came to the
devil himself. What do you think the curse is? The Bible doesn’t explain itself here, but the
ultimate humiliation and defeat of Satan is the end result of it.
2. Whodoyousupposeist he “he” is that Owistl(Romeosiawrsh Satan’' s |
3. How does Satan bruise the heel of Christ? Through the persecution, rejection, and torturous
crucifixion he brought upon Christ (Isaiah 53:5).
4. What was the curse on woman? Pain in childbearing. Subjugation. Why do you suppose these
came about? Pain in childbearing may be a human experience like God’s own pain in bearing
children through Christ. Male dominance would be inevitable in a world of sin where there is a
battle for dominance. God later gives the spiritual antidote to this sin curse (Ephesians 5:21-25).
5. What was the curse on man? The ground was cursed to produce useless and even damaging
weeds. These weeds are surely a shadow of sin in the spiritual world. Righteousness must be
planned, planted, and cultivated while sin seems to spring up spontaneously.
6. What is the curse on all mankind? /n verse 19, God tells us all men will return to dust (physically
die) (Hebrews 9:27).
7. The rest of the Bible reveals God’' s plan for d
out the curse on Satan!

Genesis 4:1-8 Men begin to reach out to God. It does require special effort.

1. Why did God r e lewmintrGafv.n.’ s of ferin

2. Doesn’t God accepdvioashdot. human wor shi p?

3. Is this what most people believe? No. Most believe God accepts anything we throw His way.

4. John 4:23-24 - What worship does God accept? God accepts worship that is in spirit and in
truth. This encompasses the motive, the meaning, and the mode of that worship (we must do
what God wants inwardly and outwardly). Any less will mean a lack of the desired connection
with God.

5. What was I|likely at t helewsowbuslyndtefuCrathiotmeé kledidisi s o b e di
innocent brother. He was also selfish. Perhaps this is why he offered God the wrong thing, the
wrong quality, and/or offered it through a faulty heart or mind.
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6. So what is the application to us? We need to listen carefully to God and obey Him in every way,
both in our service to Him AND outside of it.

Genesis 6:5 Sin is a very big deal.
1. Once sin gets root in our lives, what is the result? It spreads like wildfire. Once sin entered
through Adam and Eve, their son fell and soon the WHOLE world followed.

Genesis 12:1-3 God gives three foundational promises to Abraham.

1. What was God’' s pGudpipkedsi@ tobegirrto cérlp autaHm@an to bless all
men in Jesus.

2. What are the three promises made to Abram? To make him into a nation—Israel, to bless them
with their own land—Canaan (modern Israel area), and to bless all people through him—the
Savior, Messiah, or Christ.

3. How are all people blessed through Abram? Jesus was a descendant of Abram. He died for all
men’s sins allowing all the opportunity to know God.

4. The rest of the Bible is about the fulfilling of the three promises—b ui | di ng Abr am’s an
into the nation Israel, giving them a land of their own (Canaan), and bringing about the
promised Savior who would offer salvation to all men.

Stephen’s Old Testament Review

Acts 7:2-55 Stephen gives us an overview of Old Testament history.
1. wv.2-8
a. Genesis 17:5 - God made the promise to Abram. His name was changed to Abraham.
b. Abraham settled in the Promised Land.
c. Abraham had a son, | saac, the “son of pr omi
d. Genesis 32:27-28 - Isaac had a son, Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel.

e. Jacob (Israel) had 12 sons, the 12 tribal heads.
2. w.9-16
a. The other eleven brothers were jealous of Joseph and sold him into slavery in Egypt, but
God rescued Joseph so that after being Poti
dungeon, he became ruler over Egypt, answering solely to the Pharaoh.
b. A world-wide famine struck and Israel sent the sons to Egypt for food. There they met
Joseph, and the family, numbering 75 in all, was allowed to settle in Egypt.
3. w.17-19
a. The population of the Israelites greatly increased, and under the fearful rule of a new
Pharaoh, the Jews were enslaved and oppressed. Their babies were even killed.
b. Israelites = Jews = Hebrews = People of God
4. wv.20-29
a. Moses was delivered by God’s providence thr
b. Moses was reared by the Pharaoh’s daughter
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c. Moses killed an Egyptian while trying to defend an Israelite, then tried to mediate a fight
between two Israelites. They revealed their knowledge of his killing of the Egyptian.
Moses fled Egypt to preserve his own life.

5. wv.30-38

a. God called Moses to Egypt to deliver the Jews from slavery.

b. Moses went back to Egypt. God showed Himself the sovereign ruler of creation through
a series of plagues on Egypt. The Pharaoh pursued Moses and Israel but was destroyed
in the Red Sea.

c. God gave Moses *“ CommandmentsarmittSths., " t he 10
6. wv.39-47
a. Il srael did not |isten to God's word throught

Egypt and committed idolatry.
b. God allowed Israel to go into captivity because of their repeated disobedience.
c. Moses built the tabernacle, the mobile temple, and Solomon built the permanent

temple, each the symbol of God’'s presence i
7. wvv.48-55
a. The Jews missed the point of the temple as
dwelled only with them. Actually, the universei s God’ s dwel |l i ng.
b. The | srael i thex klead aighmods. Beteikdftliey trusted in their
ancestry and in their own ability to be “ri
c. Jesus was and is the cfeationf i I | ment of al l Goc

d. Jesus was killed because men want to be self-focused rather than God-focused.

Why study the Old Testament?

1 Corinthians 10:1-13  We must understand the Old Testament to understand the New
Testament.

1. Paul uses an illustration from Israel to make a point to Christians. The Jews were baptized (in the
Red Sea) (v.2), t hey-4),bndyetkheysthl&ll (L5p Cadthishapfea pper (v
to us? Yes.

2. What is the connection of the Old Testament to the New Testament? The Old was designed to
bring about the New so men would know and follow Christ.

3. The Old Law was God’'s way of showing what sin
sinless. Thus, the need for a Savior becomes very clear.

4. Once God completed His plan to prepare men for a Savior and to prove which man was the
Savior, the Old Law would cease to be our judge and even our guide. An even greater calling
would be revealed—becoming like the perfect God-man, Jesus.

5. The Apostles’ and Pr ophet sg'the @dilsstpneeht st@ydfthawo ns i nv
men needed a Savior and how God sent a Savior, His own Son.

6. What does Paul say the Old Testament story is for (v.6-12)? As an example, and a warning, to
us.
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Galatians 3:23-29 The law was designed to bring man to trust in Christ, not in man’s own
righteousness.

1. How did God fulfill His promise to make Abraham into a nation? His offspring became the
nation of Israel.

2. How did God f ul f Helgdve thei e Pfothisadnahd—Cqmaaro mi s e ?

3. How did God bless all men—the universal blessing—through Abraham? He sent a Savior to all
men.

4. What is the Old Testament designed to bring us to? To Christ—to live by faith in him, not in
men’s power, religion, relationships, or performance. God used predictive prophecy and the law
to bring us to Christ.

5. Explain w. 26-27. We become sons of God when our faith leads us to His rite of baptism, where
God kills our sinful man, buries us, and raises us again. Baptism is an act of faith in God’s power
(Colossians 2:12).

6. Ifwebelong to Christ we are heirs of all God’s pr ¢

1 Peter 1:20-21 God planned to save us through Christ before creation.
1. What does it mean that Christ was chosen before creation? It means God planned for us to be
saved through Christ before He created the world.
2. Where should our faith and hope be? /n Christ!

Acts 4:8-12 The “BIG” deal is Jesus. It’s all about him!

1. Who does the Bible say is the only source of salvation? Jesus.

Shadow/Reality Discussion

Old Testament New Testament
Israel Nation Believers
Egypt Bondage Sin
Moses Deliverer Jesus
Sacrificial Offerings Blood of Lamb Blood of Jesus
Passover Feast Communion
Wilderness Physica[ Journey Spiritual Life
Manna Bread Jesus
Temple Mount Rock Jesus
Meribah Water from the Rock Holy Spirit
Canaan Promised Land Heaven
Flood/Red Sea Rebirth/Water Baptism
Jerusalem Temple Heart
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Lesson 3
Homework

Reading the Word
Read the Gospel of Luke.

Looking Ahead
John 14:6-9
1. Why could Jesus say without question that He is the only way to God?
2. What are the implications of the fact that He is the only way to the Father?

3. Why do you suppose that Jesus was willing to make the exclusive claim that He is the only way
to God?

4. |If Jesus is not the Messiah or Christ, He is either a liar or a lunatic. Which do you believe He is?
Liar? Lunatic? Lord?
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