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Lesson 4 
What’s the Big Problem? 

Why Did Jesus Have to Die? 
Mankind’s problem is sin.  Sin separates us from God bringing powerlessness, 

frustration, lostness, and death. Until one understands the danger and devastation 

of sin, the gospel will not sound like good news. However, when a realization of the 

sin problem occurs, the gospel truly becomes “good news.” The purpose of this study 

is to drive home the problem of sin in the human experience. 

What is Sin? 

1 Timothy 1:15 Jesus died to save us—sinners.  

1. Why does the Bible say Jesus came? To save sinners.  

2. What does this mean? That is what this lesson is about.  

Genesis 3:23 From its beginning, sin brought separation from God.  

1. What happened after Adam and Eve committed a sin?  They were banished from God’s garden 

paradise.  

2. They were cursed with death and suffering as a part of the human experience.  

Isaiah 59:1-2 Sin separates us from God.  

1. What does sin do to our relationship with God? Separates us from God—He hides His face from 

us.  

2. What does this mean to you and me? All good things come from God.  Life comes from God. 

Separation from Him is the worst thing that can happen.  

Romans 1:18-32 Sin provokes God’s wrath because it destroys us.  

1. How does God feel about sin? It brings His wrath.  

2. 1 Peter 2:11 - Why do you suppose this is so? It destroys His children’s souls.  

3. What is suppressed by sin? Truth.  Why? Because Satan is a deceiver.  He tempts us to sin in 

order to hide God from us.  Then he (Satan) can become our god (Ephesians 2:1-3). 

4. How can people without the Bible see God? Through His creation.  

5. Note v. 25.  What exchange did men make? The truth of God for a lie.  

6. When this exchange is made, who or what is worshiped? Created things—ourselves.  

7. How do you see men worshipping created things? Astrology, New Age, money, Hinduism, self 

worship, material possessions, sports, beauty, etc.  

8. Read over vv. 26-32.  Does any of this sound familiar? Why do these kinds of practices and 

lifestyles come about when we reject God? Because men serve their own selfish, sensual desires.  
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Romans 3:23  Everyone sins.  

1. What is the problem of all men? Sin.  

2. The Greek word for sin means “to miss the mark.” What “mark” do we miss? The glorious nature 

of God Himself.  

3. What does this mean to us? We are not who or what we were created to be.  

Romans 6:23  Sin has only one penalty.  Every sin deserves death.  

1. What is the penalty for sin? Death. The word for spiritual life in the Bible is the Greek word zoe. 

The death Paul is talking about here is the loss of this life. The loss of physical life, bios, also is a 

result of sin.  

2. What is the penalty of each and every sin? Death (James 2:10).  

Mark 7:21-23  Sin comes from inside our hearts.  

1. Where does our sin originate? Inside our own hearts.  

2. Do you see any of these sins when you look inside yourself?  

3. Do you think men can clean their own hearts?  

4. Matthew 23:26 - Where do we begin the change process? Inside ourselves.  

5. Psalm 119:9; John 15:3; John 17:17; Ephesians 5:26; 1 Peter 1:22 - How do we become 

purer? By learning, believing, and obeying God’s word.  

Ephesians 4:17-24 Sin comes from a “futile” belief system.  

1. Why is a faithless belief system a futile belief system? You believe a useless lie.  We weren’t 

made to ultimately live here.  

2. Explain the progression: darkened understanding—separated from the life of God/hardening of 

the heart—lost sensitivity—given over to sensuality—continual lust.  

Galatians 5:19-21  Here’s what a sinful heart produces outwardly.  

1. What are these sins?  

a. sexual immorality – sexual intercourse other than with spouse; includes adultery  

b. impurity – opposite of purity; unnatural practices such as sodomy and bestiality (see 

Romans 1:24) 

c. debauchery – denotes excess; absence of sexual restraint; contrary to  

chastity; lewdness 

d. idolatry – worshipping idols; putting anything before God; greed (Ephesians 5:5)  

e. witchcraft – using drugs to produce spells, altered mental states, or to appeal to occult 

powers to bless or curse  

f. hatred – the opposite of agape love; strong dislike; opposite of brotherly love and 

kindness  

g. discord – where hatred is taken from the head and heart and put into practice such as 

disputes, attacks, lawsuits, etc.  

h. jealousy – striving to excel at the expense of another; lowering others to esteem self; 

jealousy zealously desires to have the same as others  
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i. fits of rage – turbulent anger and passion which produces destructive and abusive 

outbursts  

j. selfish ambition – base ambitions for self; political; seeking to win followers against 

others; personal agendas  

k. dissensions – standing apart from; forming cliques and denominating from other 

Christians; “party” spirit  

l. factions – a personal preference for a particular truth or a perversion of one to form a 

party or sect  

m. envy – resenting blessings, advantages, and prosperity others enjoy; envy desires to 

deprive others of their blessings  

n. drunkenness – to be intoxicated  

o. orgies – parties which excite lust (i.e. certain dances), include obscene songs or 

entertainment, and intoxicate those present (either physically or emotionally)  

p. the like – anything else that looks like, sounds like, smells like, or feels like any of the 

above  

2. What is the destiny for even Christians who live in these sins? Eternal death.  

3. See other sin lists: 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Mark 7:21-23, Revelation 22:14-15.  

The Cure to Sin 

Romans 8:1-5  But, God does have a remedy—Jesus.  

1. What is God’s remedy for sin?  For us to be “in Christ.” In Christ our sins are covered over 

(atoned) by his righteousness. God sees us as sinless (Ephesians 1:4).  

2. What is the meaning of the phrase, “he condemned sin?” In Christ, instead of us being 

condemned, sin is rendered powerless in that it no longer condemns us.  In the next life, it won’t 

even exist!  God will be finished with His purpose in this creation.  

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 The gospel is good news because it proclaims God’s “cure” for sin.  

1. What, then, is the “good news?” That Christ died for our sins, was buried, and raised to be with 

God. The whole Bible focuses on what Jesus did.  

2. Explain in your own words why this is good news to you.  

3. What is a right response to the good news? To receive it (believe the truth of it), take your stand 

on it (accept Christ as your Lord and Savior and be baptized into him), and hold firm to it (live a 

faithful life until you die).  

Mark 1:15 Therefore, we have to change our mind from trying to overcome sin by ourselves and 

trust God’s way.  

1. Repent means to change your mind. Why must our first action toward Christ be to repent and 

believe the good news? We must change our mind to turn to Christ.  

2. Why do we have to repent in order to believe the good news? Before, we rely on our own 

goodness or “rightness.” When we find how insufficient that really is, then we will be willing to 

accept God’s way instead of trying to achieve it on our own.  
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Lesson 4 
Homework 

Reading the Word 
Review the following about sin.  

1. 1 John 3:4 - Sin can be something we do wrong.  

2. James 4:17 - Sin can be something we should do but don’t.  

3. Romans 14:23 - Sin can be not acting on our faith—doing something we believe is wrong or 

not doing something we believe we should.  

Titus 2:11-14  
1. To how many men has grace appeared?  How has it appeared?  

2. What does grace teach us?  

3. Why did Jesus give himself for us?  

Challenging Yourself 

Mark 7:21-23 
List the ways you see these things coming from your own heart? 

Looking Ahead 
Read the Gospel of John and answer these questions as you read.  Also, note each of the 

miracles Jesus performs, as well as the titles given to him by both himself and others.  Spend 

time discussing what you learned next lesson. 

John 3:19-21 
1. What is the verdict?  

2. Who is the light?  

3. Who comes to the light? Why?  

4. Who doesn’t come into the light?  Why not?  

John 13:1-17 
1. Why did Jesus wash the disciples’ feet? 

2. How does the Biblical description of Jesus seem different from how man often sees him? 

3. What else does this account tell us about him?  

John 17:1-26 
1. Matthew 6:9-13; Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16 - What do you learn about Jesus from his prayer? 
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John 18-19 
1. What do the events surrounding his death and his reaction to them tell you about him?  

John 20 He is real and factual.  There’s ample evidence to believe.  

1. Why is the resurrection so important to the central truth of the Bible? It validates all the 

prophecies and thus the scriptures.  

2. Why else is the resurrection so important? Because it clearly demonstrates Jesus was no mere 

man. The resurrection validates all the supernatural testimonies that he and all the eyewitnesses 

made.  

3. What was the point of miracles? These supernatural activities demonstrated His supernatural 

origin.  

4. Why did John write his gospel? So we could believe Jesus Christ was the Son of God and through 

that belief enjoy the power of his life.  

 

Miraculous Signs Who Jesus Claims to be What others say about Jesus 
2:1-11 -  

water turned to 
wine 
4:43-54 - 
official’s son 

5:1-15 –  
sick man at 
pool 

6:1-15 –  
feeding 5,000 

6:16-21 –  
walking on 
water 

9:1-12 –  
man born blind 

11:1-44 –  
Lazarus 

20:1-29 - 
Resurrection 

21:1-14 -  
large catch of 
fish 

4:25-26 - the Messiah - He is the 
promised Savior. 

6:35 - the Bread of life - He is the true 
spiritual food. 

8:12 - the light of the world - He takes 
away the darkness that keeps us lost. 

10:7 - the gate of the sheep - He is the 
only way to our true home with God. 

10:11 - the good shepherd - He is the 
shepherd from God who died for us. 

11:25 - the resurrection and life - He 
gives us eternal life allowing us to 
overcome our dread and fear of 
physical death. 

14:6 - the way, the truth, and the life - 
the path to God, the true revelation of 
God, and the source of eternal life 

14:9 - the Father - He is God in the flesh. 
15:1 - the true vine - the source from 

which we receive all the nutrients 
necessary to live fruitful lives. 

1:14 - the one and only Son - He is 
the only man descended from God. 

1:29 - the Lamb of God - He is the 
lamb God selected to cover the sins 
of His people. 

1:41 - the Messiah or Christ – 
“Messiah” is from the Hebrew 
language and “Christ” is from the 
Greek. They both mean “the 
anointed one” or “king.” 

1:49 - Rabbi - Nathanael recognized 
that Jesus was also the great 
teacher or Rabbi. 

4:42 - the Savior of the world - 
Jesus is the one who can remove 
the curse of sin seen in Genesis 3. 

20:28 - My Lord and my God - 
There is only one logical conclusion 
to the evidence. One must 
completely deny the Bible in order 
to deny who Jesus was, is, and 
always will be.  

 

  


